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 177 CORREXPONDENCE .
 field. Thus M. Charles Brongniart will take his students in the neighbourhood of
 Paris to gather inseets; while M. Ramond will show them how to draw up a geologieal
 #eetion. In a svord the purpose of this eonrse of leetures is to enable the
 Fraveller to eolleet usefully for seienee. Let us hope that this attempt will lead
 to the formation of a real school of travellexss who are natqxralists, and for whom
 the publieation of the lessons given in 1893 would immediately prove a most
 valuable guide. The first eourse was given from April to June last, and ineluded
 the following:-Opening Lecture, Prof. Milne-Edwards; Anthropology, Prof.
 IIamy; Ethnography, Prof. Verneau; Mammiferous Animals, Prof. Otlstalet;
 Fishes and Reptiles, Prof. Vaillant; Birds, Prof. Oustalet; C:ompared Anatomy,
 E>rof. Pouchet; Worms and Zoophytes, Prof. Bernard; Inseets and Crustaceans,
 Ch. Brongniart; Molluscs, Prof. Perbier; Botany (phanerogatns), Prof. Bureau,
 Botany (eryptogams), Van Tieghem; Living Plants, Prof. Cornu; PaleontologJr,
 Prof. Albert Gaudry; GEeoloay, Prof. Stanislas Meunier; Meteorology, Prof. Danie;
 Berthelot; Mineralogy, Prof. Lacrois; Travellers' EIygiene, Prof. Grehant. During
 the practical leetures given in the laboratory, or in the field, the students were
 initiated into the art of gatherinC and of preparin eolleetions.
 The Navy Records Society. A society, newly formed, under the name of
 the Navy Records Society, proposes to prmt rare or unpublished works relating to
 the Navy, with the aim of establishing the history of our Navy on a sure founda-
 tion. Their Royal Highnesses the DulSe of Edinburgh and the Duke of Tork are
 patrons of the Society, an(l Earl Spencer, the present First Lord of the Admiralty,
 is the president. It should be understood that the Society is neither e2rclusivelg
 nor, indeed, mainly, naval in its constitution; and that any person, library, or club,
 approved by the Council is eligible as a member. Application should be made to
 the Secretary, Professor Laughton, at Catesby House, Manor Road, Barnet. The
 first publications will most probably be papers relating to the war with Spain,
 1587-8, edited by Mr. J. K. Laughton; and Hood's letters, 178s3, edited bg
 Mr. D. Hannay.
 _
 C ORRESPONDENCE.
 The "Island of Sultana.'
 SEA PARE, WICEOW, July 10th, 1893.
 I have two copt)er coins of the East India Company, dated respectively
 1805 and 183S, which in addition to the arms and supporters of the Company
 and the date, bear the words "Island of Sultana." I have nzade many inquiries
 both fiom numismatists and geographers, and so far have been able to obtain no
 trustworthy information as to the whereabouts of this island. The maps of the
 Society have been hunted over in vain, but the name cannot be found. The theory
 among numismatists is that the name refers to Sumatra or Labuan. I should be
 greatly obliaed to any Bellow of the Society or reader of the Journav7 who will
 kindly give me any definite information as to where the island is, or, if it has been
 rechristened, what its present name is. H. LESLIE ELLB.
 Lie?6t.-Col.
 Zannibal's Vinegar.
 16, TRINITY ROAD, TELSE HILL, July 111h, 189.3.
 Whilst in Colombo in March last in the course of a trip to the
 East my attention was accidentally directed to a substatce called "Cabook,"
 No. It.- AUGIJST, 1893.] X
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 1.S  CORRESPONDENCE.
 hieh is used estensively there for buildina purposes, taking the plaee of
 briek.
 I was told that cc Cabook " is deeayed rock, and is found both on the surfaee and
 below the soil. It hardens in the sun, and is usually limed over when used for
 building houses. It is said to be a favotlrite substanee with burglars, as it oSers
 little resistanee to their attaeks.
 Burglars, said my informant, hal ing seleeted a house on whieh to operate, brinC
 with them a ehatty eontaining one or two quarts of vinegar. tRhey remove the
 lime and puddle the vinegar on to the " Cabook," a proeess which softens it and
 makes it like mud. They are then able with an iron tool to work a hole throngh
 the " Cabook ' and into the build.ng, the whole ploeess, in many instances, lasting
 not more than fifteen minutes.
 The ineident seemed to me to throw some light on this disellssioll, and to show
 the possibility at least of Livy's story, and it is a eurious eonfirmation of the
 estraet from Dion Cassius, quoted at p. 175, Vol. I. of TEze Geographical Jolhrwal.
 It may, however, be already well known to you, so I give it Yvith all possible
 diffidenee.
 S. HORACE CANDLER.
 The Position of Geography tn the Cycle of the Sciences.
 In the aceompanying Table I have endeavoured to define the position oeeupied by
 Geography in the Cycle of the Seienees. lf these relations between Geoaraphy and
 the allied seiences were elearly understood, it would be helpful both to teachers
 and students, and lay the basis for the eonstruction of a text-book on Theoretical
 or Seientifie Geography, which, in my opinion, has yet to be written. It is true
 that there are and have been writers on Geography who have treated their subjeet-
 matter in a thorotlghly seientific manner, and there are others who have elearly
 explained what Geography is not. WShat we want, however, is a clear exposition
 of the field and scope of Geography and of its relation to other sciences. If any
 such exposition has been ma(3e it is unknown to me, though I am aware that in
 Germany and elsewhere the science of Geography is thorotlghly understood and
 has been exhaustively critieised.
 In this eountry Geography is diseredited beeause it is imperfeetly understood
 and inadequately taught; it is regarded as a graphy and not as an ology at all.
 The reason of this is beeause Geography is used merely as a vehicle of deseription
 and not as a body of thought. No tas is laid on the reasoning powers of the student,
 and therefore the subjeet, in its empiriecal aspeet, is all but worthless in any system
 of edueation. Although general prineiples are understood and applied, as pertaininC
 exclusively to the department of Geography, they have not yet been grouped and
 elassified,far]ess have theybeen embodied in anypublished systemof teaehint.
 Teachers, for the most part, have had to evolve a system for themselves a system
 that is liable to error on account of the personal equation. What they require is
 what all established seienees already possess, a standard test-book that rery elearly
 defines the prineiples of Geography and their practieal application, for Geography
 hns both a practical and a theoretieal side. All else, so far as Scientifie Geography
 is eoneerned,: must either eneroaeh upon other seienees or be a disjo;nted and an
 eeleetie epitome of them.
This content downloaded from 137.99.31.134 on Sun, 26 Jun 2016 21:09:38 UTC
All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms
